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The California Water Plan

• First published in 1957 as Bulletin 3

• Water Code requires DWR to update 
Water Plan every 5 years –
updated 10 times 

• Strong nexus with Governor’s
Water Action Plan

• Tool for guiding investment priorities and 
legislative action

• Update 2013 lays out recommendations
-- no mandates or appropriations



Building from Update 2013

 Status and trends of CA water 
management
– Data collection & analysis

– Statewide water balances 

– Weaving information into a 
California narrative

 Decision support
– Strategic water plan

– Technical analyses 

– Future scenarios / vulnerability assessment

– Management response evaluation



Building from Update 2013

 Assessment of current & future water resource conditions, 
risks, challenges, and opportunities

 200 future land, climate, and water use scenarios

 12 regional reports

 30+ resource management strategies

 17 objectives & 350 recommendations

 More emphasis on:
– Finance Planning

– Groundwater, Flood, & Ecosystems

– Identifying societal values

– Sustainability indicators & progress reporting

– State agency engagement & alignment

– Enhancing data and analysis



Update 2013 Framed Why We Should Care
Reduced Prosperity for Future Generations

 Greater Drought Impacts - Unreliable Water 
Supplies

 Increasing Flood Risk

 Groundwater Depletion and Subsidence

 Degraded Water Quality 

 Declining Environmental Conditions

 Aging Infrastructure 

 Climate Change Impacts
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Update 2013 Scoped and Framed 
Integrated Water Management



Three Themes of Update 2013

• Commit to Integrated Water Management
• Strengthen Government Agency Alignment
• Invest in Innovation and Infrastructure
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Governor’s Water Action Plan
A 5-Year Plan to Meet 3 Broad Goals 

 Reliability --
more reliable water supplies 
for our farms & communities

 Restoration –
restoring important
wildlife habitat & species 

 Resilience --
more resilient, sustainably 
managed water systems
& environment (supply, 
quality, flood protection & 
ecosystems) 



Governor’s Water Action Plan
A Diverse Water Portfolio of 10 Priority Actions 

1. Make conservation a California way of life
2. Increase regional self-reliance and integrated water 

management across all levels of government
3. Achieve the co-equal goals for the Delta
4. Protect and restore important ecosystems 
5. Manage and prepare for dry periods 
6. Expand water storage capacity and

improve groundwater management 
7. Provide safe water for all communities
8. Increase flood protection
9. Increase operational and regulatory efficiency
10. Identify sustainable and integrated financing 
opportunities
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Update 2013 -- a Resource Guide for
Implementing the Governor’s Water Action Plan



Alignment of State Plans & Initiatives
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 Sustainable Groundwater Management Act

 Proposition 1 GO Bond

 Governor’s Drought Executive Orders
& State Drought Response

 State Flood Management Strategy
(California’s Flood Future)

 Central Valley Flood Protection Plan

 And others …



Key Challenges & Drivers of Change
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 Flood & drought risk – public health & safety

 Unreliable & degraded water supplies

 Groundwater depletion & subsidence

 Habitat & species declines & new regulations

 Growth & development

 Land use – water nexus

 Climate change -- impacts & adaptation

 Water governance & finance



Focus of Update 2018
Envisioning Cal Water Sustainability



Features of California Water Plan 2018

• Describe progress on 
Governor’s Water Action Plan
& implement Action 10 (water finance)

• Recommend steps to strengthen
agency & regulatory alignment

• Deeper dive on sustainability --
identify intended outcomes &
indicators to evaluate effectiveness

• NEW > 5-year State priorities & actions
(2019 – 2023) to advance
water reliability & sustainability

• NEW > Finance Plan showing needed 
revenues & funding portfolio



Current Water Management System
Focuses on Advocacies and Actions



Desired Water Management System
Focuses on Shared Intent & Outcomes



Advance a Comprehensive  Approach
for Sustainable Resource Management



Sustainability is …

A resilient, dynamic balance among four societal values:

Public health and safety

Healthy economy

Thriving ecosystems 

Enriching experiences



Building Shared Intent
A Prerequisite for Sustainability

• Public Health & Safety -- Californians are protected 
from health and safety threats and emergencies

• Healthy Economy -- California has a healthy economy 
and Californians have opportunities for economic 
prosperity

• Thriving Ecosystems – California has healthy, 
functioning, resilient and diverse communities of 
plants and animals

• Enriching Experiences -- Californians have 
opportunities for enriching experiences



Managing For Sustainability

Recommend Policy & Investment Priorities

Implement 
Actions

Assess & Report on Effectiveness

Set Intended 
Outcomes



Guiding Principles for Decision-Making
to Balance Societal Values
 Manage California’s water resources and management systems 

through the dynamic balance of four societal values.

 Apply California’s longstanding constitutional principles of reasonable 
use and public trust, as the foundation for public policy-making, 
planning, and management decisions on California water resources.

 Promote environmental justice — the fair treatment of people of all 
races, cultures, and incomes.

 Help establish shared intent for sustainability with long-view 
perspective for water management.

 Strengthen partnerships and help enhance governance to improve 
and align at all levels of government for effective integrated water 
management.



Guiding Principles (Cont’d)

 Promote regional planning and resource management on a 
watershed scale to increase regional self-reliance and 
effectiveness.

 Acknowledge future variability, risk and uncertainties, and 
cultivate learning and adaptation in the decision-making 
process.

 Use science, best data, and local and traditional ecological 
knowledge in a transparent and documented process.

 Invest with a long-term view with substantial and predictable 
public funding to increase system flexibility and resiliency.



Focus of Water Plan Update 2018
Overcoming Challenges to Sustainability
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 Understanding 
Sustainability 
& Shared Intent

 Decentralized 
Governance 

 Inadequate &
Unstable Finance 

 Fragmented Regulatory 
Framework



Water Plan Implementation Cycle
Approach Compounds Over time
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A – Set outcomes
B – Assess effectiveness
C – Make recommendations
D – Evaluate & adapt
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Ways to Access Water Plan Information

 Visit the Water Plan Web Portal
www.water.ca.gov/waterplan/

 Subscribe to Water Plan eNews
www.water.ca.gov/waterplan/enews

http://www.water.ca.gov/waterplan
http://www.water.ca.gov/waterplan
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Questions & Comments

Kamyar.Guivetchi@water.ca.gov

Comments: cwpcom@water.ca.gov


